April 9, 2010 SPRF Board Meeting
Natchez, MS
Board Members Present: Jarrod Ravencraft; Kristie Aylett, APR; Dr. John Forde, APR; Stephen Loy, APR; Ken Hair; Ardelle Bush, Susan Broussard, APR; Pam Swain; Amy Nolan, APR; Whitney Breaux; Glen Duncan, APR; Cathy Landroche and  Associate Assistant Kim Collins, APR

Via Conference Call: Jennifer Jenkins, APR; Lori Miller; Caron Blanton, APR; and Shelly Dupree
Proxy – Joy Carter gave her proxy to Whitney Breaux 
Jarrod Ravencraft called the meeting to order at 1:15 p.m. He welcomed everyone. 
President’s Report – Jarrod Ravencraft
Guidelines about three SPRF benefits will be coming soon: Teleconference, Survey Monkey and Constant Contact. 

The chapter in Lafayette is working with Gina Aswell and Susan Broussard.

April is National APR Month. Please go back to your organizations and celebrate your APRs. 

Jarrod will be chairing the future conference committee. He, Kim and others involved will be meeting soon. It’s urgent they get started on this.

Secretary’s Report – Cathy Landroche

Stephen Loy, APR, made a motion to accept the Feb. 19 SPRF Board Minutes and Amy Nolan, APR, seconded. Motion passed. Pam Swain asked Cathy to email the minutes to her for the website. 
Treasurer’s Report – Stephen Loy, APR
Stephen said the 2010 conference seed money is $6,500 and there is $1,000 from last year’s Lanterns. 
Everyone has submitted their first quarter membership dues. An automated email will go out updating the records. 

The major expense on the treasurer’s report is for the website. They failed to charge us for hosting the Lantern website last year, so we have to pay for last year and this year which totals $700.

Pam Swain made a motion to accept the report as presented. Ken Hair seconded. Motion passed. 
Committee Reports

Conference Committee – Shelly Dupree

They are budgeting for sponsorship numbers and speaker numbers. At the last meeting, registration fees were approved. Now they need to approve the budget. Sponsorship letters were sent out. Jarrod suggested sending local chapter sponsorships to board so all have some information on this. 

Susan Broussard, APR, made a motion to accept the report as presented. Ardelle Bush seconded. Motion passed.

The Early Bird Registration is July 15 based on when the Lanterns are due. There was a discussion about a UAB conference fee. Dr. John Forde, APR, is trying to get all the organizations better linked, encouraging people to attend conferences. He thinks it speaks highly of SPRF if we allow people to attend at same rate as our members. 

It was suggested PayPal could be confusing and we should separate attendees unless there’s a special code. Dr. Forde and Shelly will discuss next week.

Shelly said they’re in the process of getting biographies and photos of the speakers for the program. The information is on the Facebook and Twitter Group pages. Shelly will send out an email when PayPal is live. Letter will go out to students inviting them before the end of next month.
Students’ work from the period Oct 09-Sept 10 is eligible for submission. A group project can be submitted and even if the student has graduated as long as the work was from that time period, it’s eligible. 
The reception will be on the pool deck of the Hilton. They are looking into the CEU process. Shelly will sent out bi-weekly updates.
· Chapter of Distinction – Sabrina McLaughlin, APR not available, refer to written report. Glen said the purpose of this award is to improve chapters, make better professionals and meet standard PR practices. What’s the most significant way to help people? Objectives, strategies, tactics, measurement.
· Lanterns – Ardelle Bush 

Ardelle presented postcards to everyone to pass out to their members. Everything is on target. Lanterns are due to Jean Dutton no later than 28 May. Joe Purka will transport them to FRPA in Tallahassee for judging. Pam Swain has updated the SPRF website with information.

· Silent Auction 
The Committee is made up of Glen Duncan, APR; Caron Blanton, Ken Hair and Jennifer Jenkins, APR. Since this is the first year, we want it to be very successful. The committee would like 30 items and at least one from every chapter – something that promotes your city or area would be great. Kristie suggested getting signed copies of books from local speakers.
Hall of Fame – Dr. John Forde, APR
Dr. Forde said the Mississippi State University Library will give SPRF a spot there for our Hall of Fame. We need to decide exactly where, how large a space is needed, etc. A plaque or certificate should be shown at the conference and then put it in a permanent place at the library. The committee is in the process of getting logistics in place. 
Jarrod said this location was decided on because it’s geographically centered between all our organizations. He suggested making a trip there during the December board meeting to see it.
Officer Updates

Accreditation – Dr. John Forde, APR

The on-line course at praccreditation.org has a lot of information. The on-line class is good; having a study group is good. The exam is constantly being evaluated – it’s an extremely detailed process, which he explained. The study guide is being updated to match what’s going on in the field. The coach’s guild is also being updated. It’s expected to be complete in approximately the May timeframe.

Dr. Forde discussed the APR Boot Camp and said doing the whole thing in two days had worked well. Readiness Reviews at the conferences have also been very effective.  Jarrod thought the Boot Camp would be very attractive to many SPRF members. Dr. Forde agreed and said we should build toward this for the 2011 conference and continue to do the reviews for this year’s conference. He said they are working on a pre-professional, or Tier I Exam to give students within one year of completing school. The logistics of this are yet to be worked out. It would be another way of getting students more interested in PR organizations. The idea is it’s better to concentrate on the students as they’re getting out of school rather than the senior practitioners. 
Communications – Pam Swain

The next deadline for the newsletter is June 11. The mailout will be June 24. She is currently working on the annual membership survey with a May 14 deadline, giving people 2-3 weeks to respond. Jarrod will send out questions from last survey to board members. Idea is to focus on benefits we’re providing and ask if we’re giving members what they want.

Chamber website services are being provided to PRAM Gulf Coast; PRAL Alex; PRCA Birmingham and PRAM State. Adam is putting guidelines together and he, Jarrod and Pam will work with Pat in this area.
Membership – Susan Broussard, APR

Currently have 1,591 members. It has increased by 99 thanks to student memberships. The chapter categories need to be aligned to match SPRF membership types. Susan passed out proposed directory changes. Pat wants to move away from Word Press on the website to another program. Whitney suggested categorizing people into subgroups when they register for the conference (i.e. energy, non-profit, etc.) Question is how do you meet people’s special needs without alienating subspecialties? Jarrod mentioned there’s a PR group specifically for health care. 
Susan is looking for volunteers to help with the subgroups.

The Lafayette chapter is moving forward. Susan sent out an email blast for the Lanterns. She said it was best to send the information in word format – the more art, logos, etc. that are involved, the more it bogs down the system. If there are any problems with database changes, please call Susan. She is also getting more SPRF certificates printed. 
Professional Development – Lori Miller

The timeline for Senior Practitioner submission is 31 July. The awards committee will convene in May. The domain name for the Prism Awards has been renewed. 

Student Services – Whitney Breaux

Students who graduated Oct 09 to Sept 10 can participate in conference at attend at student rate. Jarrod mentioned we have to ensure information gets into the students’ hands. Maybe get info on all the professors and promote to them.  

State/Chapter Updates

ECPRO – Ardelle Bush
Chapter is in transition. Goal is to work on growing membership and get 2-3 APR accreditations. She also discussed the student media competition changes. Jarrod suggested chapters share resources/ideas. Glen suggested giving the students a chapter award and having other activities to bring them into the chapter – such as free memberships. He said in his experience, giving out scholarships doesn’t give the chapter what it needs. 
PRAL – ALEX – Susan Broussard, APR 
Cypress Awards will be given out in next month or so. Chapter has been talking about starting a study group.

PRAL – BR – Amy Nolan, APR
April 27 PRAL will have an APR 101 panel to walk everyone through the process. The May luncheon will be Professional Polish – The art of Etiquette. Mandy Stanley will present a workshop June 22 from 9-2
PRAM – Caron Blanton, APR

Just concluded study group sign-up. The Tunica chapter has issues. Many members lost because of economy. No official word yet. Glen reminded everyone the people could be associate members of another group. Caron will talk to them. Glen asked if SPRF could help with funding. Jarrod said they’d already been given an extended list of resources, but anything SPRF could do, we’re available to help.
PRCA – Jennifer Jenkins, APR – Not available, refer to written report. 
Old Business – Jarrod Ravencraft

· Constant Contact, Teleconference, Survey Monkey – Kim will get information out for everyone to vote on. 
· Jarrod said he’d like to get a list of speakers out to share among all chapters.

· Kim said they have a goal of 24 vendors for the Vendor Fair – would like to have at least eight. Cost will be $525, $350 and $150. The information will be in the next newsletter and on the website soon.

· File storage project – Jarrod, Kim and Pat are working on this for the website. This way all board members can pass their information onto replacements. As soon as this is available, Jarrod will let everyone know. 

New Business –

· There is a Coastal Social in Baton Rouge all day, the day following the SPRF conference. Special rates available for conference attendees. 

· Consent agenda for next meeting due to Kim by June 28 

Addition –

· Website Development Guidelines vote passed via email

· Accepting Natalie Carlson as an Associate member of SPRF vote passed via 
          Email.

July 9 – 10 a.m. Conference Call

Sept 26 – 3 p.m. in Conference room at SPRF Conference

Dec 9-10 – The Board agreed to come on Thursday afternoon, dinner and overnight rather than just 10 a.m. Friday. Have business on both days. 
